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THE MONTH’S WEATHER SUMMARY
Temperature
Celsius (°C)

Fahrenheit (°F)

Actual

Average

Maximum

29

24.8

Minimum

8

11.2

Actual

Average

Maximum

84.2

76.6

Minimum

46.4

52.2

Rainfall
Millimeters

Inches

Days of rain

0

0

0

TOTAL SIGHTINGS
Lion

59

Leopard

103

Elephant

126

Buffalo

66

Cheetah

11

Cape hunting dog

15

KILL STATS
Lion

2 impala, 1 buffalo, 1 wildebeest, 1 nyala, 1 scrub hare.

Leopard

14 impala, 1 nyala, 1 scrub hare, 1 puff adder.

Cheetah

1 impala, 2 steenbok.

Cape hunting dog

5 impala, 1 nyala, 1 steenbok.
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS
LIONS:
THE KAMBULA PRIDE = 22
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
2 CUBS
3 CUBS
5 CUBS
MALAMALA, WESTERN FLOCKFIELD
(27 sightings)

± 6 YEARS 3 MONTHS
± 6 YEARS 0 MONTHS
1 YEAR 0 MONTHS
11 MONTHS
10 MONTHS
9 MONTHS
1 MONTH

Last month we reported the exciting news that a fifth litter of cubs had been born and we can now confirm
that it is a litter of five! We had to wait until the 24th to get our first good look at all the newcomers but it
was worth the wait! The sighting took place on the prominent rocks just south of West Street Bridge which
made for excellent viewing in a spectacular setting.
In general, the sightings tally of the Kambula pride dipped significantly from that of last month’s total. We
had expected these lions to spend more time along the Sand River as waterholes dry up and game is drawn
to the perennial water source but said waterholes have taken longer to dry up than initially anticipated.
We viewed them with a wildebeest kill on the 18th, a nyala on the 25th and they stole an impala kill from
the Accipiter male on the 16th. One of the 12 older cubs sustained an injury to its back last month and it
appears to it have succumbed to the injury as only 11 cubs were viewed with the bulk of the pride.
It comes as no surprise that the three members of the Gowrie male coalition were viewed with the pride
on numerous occasions. They continue to mate with the ‘cub-less’ lioness.
If the Kambula pride do indeed spend the coming months in the central and eastern parts of their territory
then we could be in for some fireworks… The Torchwood pride has recently been viewed in the areas
around Buffalo Bush Dam, Tshabalala Road and more recently along the Ngoboswaan Donga. The latter
two are both well and truly within Kambula pride territory. Furthermore, as water becomes an increasingly
scarce commodity, the Torchwood pride will most likely look towards the Sand River to quench their thirst.
The chances of an encounter between these two groups of lions will increase even more when/if herds of
buffalo return, entering MalaMala from the Kruger National Park and make a beeline for the Sand River.
Herds have regularly used the roads along the Matshapiri River as their ‘highway to water’ and it is very
possible that any bovines using this route will attract the attentions of both prides.
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THE STYX PRIDE = 9
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 SUB ADULTS
3 SUB ADULTS
2 CUBS
EYREFIELD
(3 sightings)

11 YEARS 5 MONTHS
8 YEARS 5 MONTHS
2 YEARS 8 MONTHS
2 YEARS 4 MONTHS
1 YEAR 11 MONTHS

Only the three sightings this month of this embattled pride. Despite initially being seen in their usual
haunts they have, for all intents and purposes, become nomadic. They were viewed twice in western and
central Eyrefield and then again near Emsagwen Waterhole on the 13th before vanishing yet again.
This turbulent chapter in the Styx pride’s long and illustrious history is far from over. However, the good
news is that they seem to have made a good progress in their battle against mange; a skin disease spread
by mites.
THE EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1+ CUBS
CHARLESTON
(6 sightings)

12 YEARS 0 MONTHS
7 YEARS 4 MONTHS
0 MONTHS

The oldest lioness has given birth to yet another litter. We are not sure of the exact number of cubs and
the area around her den will remain closed until the cub(s) are a bit older. This is the third litter that she
has had with the Avoca males and it didn’t go so well for the first two… Third time lucky? This pride has
been through the mill over the last two years and they desperately need some luck to go their way.
THE TORCHWOOD PRIDE = 10 (17)*
1 ADULT FEMALE
UNKOWN AGE
8 SUB ADULT FEMALES
UNKNOWN AGES (TBC)
1 SUB ADULT MALE
UNKNOWN AGE (TBC)
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA.
* We believe that the pride’s full complement is 17 and that a ‘breakaway’ is in progress.
(6 sightings)
The month got off to a great start when we found all 17 members of this pride with a buffalo kill in
Clarendon Open Area. This was the first time that we had viewed them all together. There were five young
cubs and this could be the reason that the we’ve been viewing only a portion of the pride. Things returned
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to normal after that as we saw 10 members on the 4th, 6 between the 8th and the 11th and 8 on the 20th.
A breakaway may still be on the cards as the sub adults get older.
These lions are regarded highly by the ranging team and we hope that they do indeed make the
northeastern section of our reserve their home.
THE MARTHLY PRIDE = 4
1 ADULT FEMALE
3 CUBS
MARTHLY, MALAMALA
(3 sightings)

6 YEARS 0 MONTHS
3 MONTHS

It was a quieter than expected month for the Marthly pride as the lone lioness moved her cubs to the
west of our reserve. She was seen alone on two occasions but we had to wait until the end of the month
to see her cubs again. All three were accounted for and healthy.
It is still early days but a remarkable comeback story is on the cards!
THE FOURWAYS PRIDE = 6
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 SUB ADULT MALES
2 SUB ADULT FEMALES
1 YOUNG MALE
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

UNKNOWN AGE
3 YEARS 7 MONTHS
3 YEARS 7 MONTHS
UNKNOWN AGE

There were no sightings of this pride.
THE GOWRIE MALES = 3
1 ADULT MALE
± 8 YEARS 6 MONTHS
2 ADULT MALES
± 7 YEARS 6 MONTHS
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA - DOMINANT OVER THE STYX PRIDE AND THE KAMBULA PRIDE
First encounter: September 2015.
(29 sightings)
Sightings of this coalition also decreased this month but they were still our most-viewed lions. As we
mentioned earlier, they spent the vast majority of their time with the Kambula pride and have fathered
yet another litter. They also continued to mate with the lioness that does not have cubs, yet. One of the
males is still not in good health and hasn’t been for a while. His condition seems to be getting worse, albeit
slowly. We can’t help but think back to the Matshapiri male who died near Campbell Koppies a few years
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ago for there appear to be several similarities with regard to symptoms. We believe that bovine
tuberculosis (BTB) is the cause. BTB is a slow-progressing disease. The estimated time from infection to
death is between two and five years. The majority of lions appear healthy. Lions with advanced BTB may
show symptoms like swollen joints, slow-healing wounds, poor coat condition, weight loss, coughing and
difficulty breathing. The male is currently showing signs of the symptoms in bold.
THE AVOCA MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(4 sightings)

± 6 YEARS 4 MONTHS

We have already spoken about the new litter of cubs that this young coalition have sired with the Eyrefield
pride.
Low sightings counts are common in summer due to the fact that this coalition, along with the Eyrefield
pride, reside in the southern most reaches of our reserve. We frequent this area a lot more in winter so
we’re looking forward to more consistent viewing.
Other lions encountered:
•

Two unidentified and slightly nervous lionesses were spotted in northeastern Eyrefield on the
14th.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LIONS ENCOUNTERED

61 (24 cubs)

LEOPARDS:
THE PICCADILLY FEMALE
5 YEARS 6 MONTHS
1+ CUB
1 MONTH
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(9 sightings)
Last month we noted that the Piccadilly female had given birth to her second litter and that we believed
she was denning on Campbell Koppies. This was confirmed on the 8th when she left her impala kill near
Elephant Rock and led us to the Koppies were we caught a glimpse of at least one very young cub. As per
our protocol, the area was closed and will remain so until the cubs are a bit older. Exciting news indeed!
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THE ISLAND FEMALE
6 YEARS 4 MONTHS
MALE CUB
10 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN AND CENTRAL MALAMALA
Daughter of the Tamboti female, independent first quarter of 2015
(12 sightings)
These two leopards were viewed together on a couple of occasions in the first two weeks of the month
but then we had cause for concern. On the 14th we found fresh tracks of both leopards heading into an
inaccessible piece of land on the eastern bank of the Sand River, south of West Street Bridge. We assume
they had a kill there. At the same time, on the opposite bank, the ‘nervous’ male who now occupies that
area was found with an impala kill. The Island female and the male were then viewed together for three
consecutive days, from the 15th to the 17th. We initially assumed that she was just trying to lure the male
away from her cub but our optimism waivered as there was no sign of the cub for the following 11 days.
Our relief was tangible when mother and cub were found together on the 28th.
During the course of the month we viewed these leopard feeding on two impala kills and the mother was
also seen scavenging from a large kudu bull carcass on Ridge Rd.
The Island female has yet to successfully raise a litter to independence and although her current litter has
gone from three cubs to one, we remain optimistic.
THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE
MALE CUB
MALE CUB
MALAMALA
(8 sightings)

9 YEARS 6 MONTHS
1 YEAR 6 MONTHS
1 YEAR 6 MONTHS

This female and her two male cubs were not seen together at all this month. There were six sightings of
the cubs and two of the female.
One of the month’s game viewing highlights took place on the 9th when we watch one of the cubs catch
and kill a puff adder. An impressive display of skill as these are one of the fastest striking snakes in the
world.
The cubs have now outgrown their mother and are of an age where they are able to hunt for themselves
– albeit rather clumsily. Although they are still resident in their mother’s territory, their days are
numbered. The day will come (anytime within the next six months) where she will kick them out of her
territory. This will probably happen when the Emsagweni female has her next oestrus cycle. The dominant
male in the area will seek her out and mate with her. This will be a dangerous time for the cubs as the
incumbent male leopard (the Accipiter male – who is also their father) will not tolerate their presence for
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long. They will have to become nomadic, ducking and diving to avoid all other predators, including other
dominant male leopards, if they are to survive. Even though they are powerful cats and have the acrobatic
ability to climb trees, they are ranked only 4th in the African predator hierarchy. Lions, hyenas and Cape
hunting dogs are all able to dominate and even kill leopards as they compete with each other for
resources. Only the street smart will survive. If they make it to maturity they’ll be able to challenge
dominant territorial males. If successful, they will evict their opponents and claim the kingdom as well as
the females in it.
Their lives as nomads will probably be a mystery to us. We can speculate that they will move either east
into Kruger National Park, or north, into Sabi Sand Game Reserve, away from major water bodies that are
prime territories for the biggest and strongest predators. Perhaps their best bet for now is to remain
within their father’s territory, in the north eastern parts of MalaMala, with the hope that he’ll be patient
with them. Only time will tell but we all hope that they make it and end up back on MalaMala to stake a
claim for themselves. For now, they continue to grace us with high quality viewing. Long may it last.
THE LOOKOUT FEMALE
9 YEARS 4 MONTHS
DAUGHTER
1 YEAR 8 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, NORTHERN CHARLESTON
(15 sightings)
The now independent daughter of Lookout female was viewed on seven occasions this month. She killed
a nyala on the 19th near Lower Kapen Crossing and she was joined there by her mother on the 20th. There
were a further seven sightings of the Lookout female. She killed a large impala ram to the east of Exit
Flockfield Lookout on the 11th. She consumed most of the carcass before being chased off by the Accipiter
male on the 13th. She was seen in the same area but with a different male on the 27th – the ‘nervous’ male
who hangs around West Street Bridge.
THE THREE RIVERS FEMALE
3 YEARS 2 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, orphaned on May 22nd, 2017
(5 sightings)
This much-admired young leopard was only viewed on five occasions this month. She appears to have
expanded her territory southwards along the Sand River, south of Rattray’s Camp and eastwards towards
Mamba Waterhole where she was found with an impala kill on the 16th.
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THE SIBUYE FEMALE
5 YEARS 6 MONTHS
DAUGHTER
1 YEAR 6 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(2 sightings)
These two infrequently seen leopards were both viewed once but separately. It would appear that the
daughter has now reached independence.
THE DAUGHTER OF THE TAMBOTI FEMALE
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Orphaned in mid-2018
(2 sightings)

1 YEAR 10 MONTHS

This young leopardess reappeared on our radar after not being viewed at all last month. She was seen
near Rattray’s Camp on the 25th but by the 29th she had travelled all the way to Flat Rocks, along our
southernmost boundary. Her mother died while she was still a cub and she has done well to stay alive so
far. As an orphan she has one major disadvantage at this stage of her life. Normally, her mother would’ve
‘given’ her a portion of her territory. Without this head-start in life she may need to venture further afield
in search of a place call her own.
THE FLOCKFIELD FEMALE
1 CUB
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)

15 YEARS 2 MONTHS
3 MONTHS

There was only the one sighting of these leopards this month. For a second month running we only viewed
this aging mother with one of the cubs. We can now assume that the other one has passed away and it
has been removed from these reports.
THE TEARDROP FEMALE
2 CUBS
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
(8 sightings)

9 YEARS 2 MONTHS
7 MONTHS

The Teardop female was seen with her cubs in six of the eight sightings this month. They have been
spending most of the time along Jock Walk and on Mister’s Koppies. We viewed them with three impala
kills, of which one was stolen by a hyena.
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THE NDZILO FEMALE
6 YEARS 5 MONTHS
SOUTHWESTERN CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)
The daughter reached independence in October 2018.
There were no sightings of these leopards on our reserve this month.
THE XIVINDZI FEMALE
2 YEARS 6 MONTHS
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)
Daughter of the Teardrop female. Gained independence in June 2018.
We found this young leopardess on the 25th. She was mating with the Split Rock male yet again.
THE SENEGAL BUSH MALE
6 YEARS 9 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY, WESTERN MALAMALA
Brother of the Quarantine male leopard from the North
(12 sightings)
The Senegal Bush male continues to have a stronghold on his prime territory. He had an altercation with
the new ‘nervous’ male on the 19th. We also viewed him with impala kills on the 13th and 20th as well as a
scrub hare kill on the 28th.
THE ACCIPITER MALE
EASTERN MALAMALA, EASTERN FLOCKFIELD
(2 sightings)

± 8 YEARS 10 MONTHS

The Accipiter male continues to maintain a low profile despite the fact that his entire territory falls within
our boundaries. On the 13th he stole the little remaining scraps of the Lookout female’s impala kill before
having his own impala kill stolen by the Kambula pride on the 15th.
THE SPLIT ROCK MALE
5 YEARS 0 MONTHS
FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON
Son of the Ostrich Koppies female, independent latter half of 2015
(2 sightings)
This impressive young adult was only viewed twice this month. He was seen mating with the Xivindsi
female on the 25th.
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THE INYATINI MALE
MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD
(2 sightings)

± 10 YEARS 11 MONTHS

The Inyathini male’s presence on our reserve has dwindled recently. In the past he was often viewed along
the western bank of the Sand River, from Sable Camp to Rattray’s Camp. However, this stretch of the river
is now occupied by the new ‘nervous’ male. Sightings now are generally only recorded in the vicinity of
Rattray’s Camp and that is where he was viewed on both occasions.
THE WEST STREET MALE
CHARLESTON
(2 sightings)

10 YEARS 2 MONTHS

There were only two sightings of the embattled West Street male.
Other leopards encountered:
•

The ‘nervous’ male that we’ve been seeing over the last four months between Rattray’s Camp
and our airstrip was our most viewed leopard this month! He has become a lot more tolerant of
our vehicles. It was also a busy month for this male as far as intraspecies interaction is concerned.
He spent three days (15th – 17th) in the company of the Island female. He was with the Lookout
female on the 27th. He was viewed with the Nkoveni female and the Flat Rock male on the 29th
and had a brief scuffle with the latter.

•

There has been an increase in sightings of the Flat Rock male recently. Three sightings were
recorded this month and they were mostly in the vicinity of MalaMala Camp which included the
aforementioned fight with the ‘nervous’ male.

•
•

The Nweti male was viewed along Verreaux’s Loop.
The Nkoveni female was seen on four occasions.

•

There were seven further sightings of six unidentified leopards: A large skittish male was seen
twice in central Eyrefield. A young male was spotted at Mlowathi Dam. Another young male was
viewed on the 26th along Zebra Skull south. A large male was seen at Pete’s Bridge. A young male
was at Maxim’s Lookout on the 6th. An unidentified female was found near Rattray’s Camp on the
23rd.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED

34 (7 cubs)
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CHEETAH
A total of eleven cheetah sightings were recorded this month. Two sub adults were seen on seven days
and we enjoyed four sightings of two other lone females.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED

4

CAPE HUNTING DOGS
We have enjoyed an amazing run of Cape hunting dog sightings over the last nine months! During that
time, we averaged 23.3 sightings per month. These are truly remarkable statistics so to say that we ‘only’
recorded 16 sightings this month feels a bit odd. 16 sightings of the second most endangered carnivore in
Africa is still very impressive. The bulk of sightings this month were of two different packs: a pack of 7 and
a pack of 10. The alpha females of both packs are pregnant as well as the beta female in the larger pack.
A pack of eight was also viewed.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED

+- 25

CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS
There were a total of 126 elephant sightings this month and 66 buffalo sightings. We enjoyed another
increase in sightings of herds as populations start to bounce back after the 2016 drought. The herd sizes
are still modest (from 50 – 250 head) but at least they are on the road to recovery. Hopefully it won’t be
too long before things return to normal and the herds of 1000+ return to grace us with their presence.

OTHER INTERESTING SIGHTINGS
•
•
•
•

A pangolin was found in Charleston on the 24th.
We recorded our first sable antelope sighting of the dry season on the 30th. A lone bull at the
Windmill.
Sightings of honey badgers, porcupines and civets have increased. This is normal for this time of
year when the more secretive nocturnal animals become easier to spot in the shorter grass.
Black backed jackals are considered rather rare in this area but we have enjoyed regular sightings
of three different pairs on the reserve.
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