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THE MONTH’S WEATHER SUMMARY
Temperature
Celsius (°C)

Fahrenheit (°F)

Actual

Average

Maximum

36

31.6

Minimum

18

22.3

Actual

Average

Maximum

96.8

88.9

Minimum

64.4

72.1

Rainfall
Millimeters

Inches

Days of rain

75

3

6

TOTAL SIGHTINGS
Lion

49

Leopard

62

Elephant

162

Buffalo

52

Cheetah

3

Cape hunting dog

23

KILL STATS
Lion

2 impalas, 1 giraffe, 2 waterbucks, 1 warthog.

Leopard

3 impalas, 2 kudus, 2 nyalas, 2 duikers, 1 squirrel.

Cheetah

1 impala.

Cape hunting dog

2 impalas, 2 scrub hares.
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS
LIONS:
THE KAMBULA PRIDE = 19
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
2 CUBS
5 CUBS

± 5 YEARS 11 MONTHS
± 5 YEARS 8 MONTHS
8 MONTHS
7 MONTHS
6 MONTHS
5 MONTHS

MALAMALA, WESTERN FLOCKFIELD
(29 sightings)
In last month’s report, we speculated that the Kambula pride’s seasonal movements would mirror those
of their territorial predecessors. We were expecting a drop in sightings this month but they actually
increased! This was largely due to the rise of the Sand River after heavy rainfall on the 13th and the fact
that the lionesses and their cubs were east of the river when it happened. It would’ve been suicide for
the cubs to try and cross west so the lionesses focused their attention on the eastern half of their
territory instead. The pride spent most of the following two weeks in central Flockfield and on one
occasion they even ventured into Charleston! This occurred on the 9th when they were found along 1st
Turning Jakkalsdraai with a waterbuck kill. The water levels did eventually drop and the lions crossed
back west on the 26th.
On an ominous note, only 12 cubs were viewed towards the end of the month. It has been quite
common for cubs to go missing for a day or two but this cub’s absence has been long enough for us to
assume the worst.
In addition to the aforementioned waterbuck kill we also viewed these lions with the following kills: an
impala on the 10th, a giraffe on the 17th, an impala as well as a warthog on the 24th, and another
waterbuck on the 26th.
It comes as no surprise that the three members of the Gowrie male coalition were viewed with the pride
on numerous occasions. What did surprise us was a couple of rather vicious attacks by the females,
aimed at individual males. We are not completely certain as to why these attacks took place but it may
have something to do with the males spending too much time with the pride.
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THE STYX PRIDE = 11
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 SUB ADULTS
3 SUB ADULTS
3 CUBS
EYREFIELD
(13 sightings)

16 YEARS 1 MONTH
11 YEARS 1 MONTH
8 YEARS 1 MONTH
2 YEARS 4 MONTHS
2 YEARS 0 MONTHS
1 YEAR 7 MONTHS

We have talked a lot about the erratic movements of the Styx pride over the last two months and how it
possibly related to the presence of new male lions to our north. We expressed our concerns that their
attempts to jump out of the frying pan may see them landing in the fire. Then, on January 31st, the body
of a lioness was discovered in the Tjellahanga River. The carcass was in a state that did not allow for us
to accurately identify the animal or its cause of death however, there were tracks of a male lion in the
immediate area. The Styx pride was found in Kapen Open Area the following day and two members
were missing; the sub adult lioness and the oldest lioness. Both were absent again when the pride was
viewed in Emsagwen Open Area on February 2nd. The young lioness reappeared on the 4th but there has
been no further sign of the oldest lioness. We can now safely assume that it was her body that was
discovered in the Tjellahanga River and, as of next month, she will no longer feature in these reports.
We had viewed this lioness since she was just a small cub. Virtually her entire life was spent on
MalaMala. It is sad but we take comfort in the fact that she lived and died like all wild animals should; in
the wild.
The Styx pride has since settled back into more familiar territory. During the latter half of February, they
were mostly viewed along the Mlowathi River.
THE EYREFIELD PRIDE = 4+
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
2+ CUBS
CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)

11 YEARS 8 MONTHS
7 YEARS 0 MONTHS
1 MONTH

February started on an optimistic note for the Eyrefield pride as the oldest lioness had given birth
towards the end of January. In accordance with our protocols, the area surrounding her den site was
closed off to minimize any potential stress during this sensitive time. When the lioness was eventually
viewed again, away from her den, we could not see any suckle marks. Unfortunately, this leads us to
believe that the cubs are no longer alive but we cannot yet state it as fact. One potentially positive sign
is that although she was viewed with the two Avoca males, she was not mating with them.

4
Compiled by the rangers of MalaMala Game Reserve

THE MARTHLY PRIDE = 1
1 ADULT FEMALE
MARTHLY, MALAMALA
(0 sightings)

5 YEARS 8 MONTHS

There were no recorded sightings of this lioness in February.
THE FOURWAYS PRIDE = 6
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 SUB ADULT MALES
2 SUB ADULT FEMALES
1 YOUNG MALE
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

UNKNOWN AGE
3 YEARS 3 MONTHS
3 YEARS 3 MONTHS
UNKNOWN AGE

There were no sightings of this pride in February.
THE GOWRIE MALES = 3
1 ADULT MALE

± 8 YEARS 2 MONTHS

2 ADULT MALES
± 7 YEARS 2 MONTHS
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA - DOMINANT OVER THE STYX PRIDE AND THE KAMBULA PRIDE
First encounter: September 2015.
(26 sightings)
Sightings of this coalition increased slightly this month. As we mentioned earlier, they spent the vast
majority of their time with the Kambula pride and they also continued to mate with the two lionesses
that do not have cubs. We also talked about how they were on the receiving end of a few hostile
encounters with the lionesses. One of the males is not in good health and hasn’t been for a while. His
condition seems to be getting worse albeit slowly. We can’t help but think back to the Matshapiri male
who died near Campbell Koppies a few years ago for there appear to be several similarities with regard
to symptoms.
THE AVOCA MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)

± 6 YEARS 0 MONTHS

There was only one sighting of these males this month and the little news pertaining to them was
covered under the Eyrefield pride’s section of this report.
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THE CHARLESTON MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

7 YEARS 9 MONTHS

There were no confirmed sightings during the report period.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LIONS ENCOUNTERED

36 (16 cubs)

LEOPARDS:
THE PICCADILLY FEMALE
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY

5 YEARS 2 MONTHS

Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(12 sightings)
There were no sightings of the Piccadilly female’s cub for a second month running. On top of that, we
viewed her mating with the Senegal Bush male again (the cub’s father). The whereabouts and wellbeing
of the cub remain a mystery although we now fear the worst. It is not beyond the realms of possibility
that he became independent prematurely and moved east into the Kruger National Park but it is
unlikely. We have removed him from this report.
The Piccadilly female spent most of the month in Marthly. We viewed her with two nyala kills and an
impala kill.
THE ISLAND FEMALE
1 CUB

6 YEARS 0 MONTHS
6 MONTHS

WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN AND CENTRAL MALAMALA
Daughter of the Tamboti female, independent first quarter of 2015
(15 sightings)
One of the Island female’s two cubs was absent from the last three sightings of these leopards in
January. The cub was not viewed again in February and has therefore been removed from this report.
Together, the surviving cub and his mother provided us with much entertainment this month. There
were several sightings during which both mother and cub played enthusiastically with each other for
over an hour! The Island female has yet to successfully raise a litter to independence and although her
current litter has gone from three cubs to one, we are optimistic. We viewed these leopards with two
young kudu kills, an impala kill, and a duiker kill.
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THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE
MALE CUB
MALE CUB
MALAMALA

9 YEARS 2 MONTHS
1 YEAR 2 MONTHS
1 YEAR 2 MONTHS

(4 sightings)
The Emsagweni female continues to do an admirable job of raising her two rapidly growing cubs. All
three leopards were only viewed together once during the month. That sighting was on the 26th when
they were found near the Emsagwen Breakfast Spot with a duiker kill. Both cubs are healthy and
remarkably big for their age, so much so in fact that we even looked back at our records to ensure that
we recorded their date of birth accurately!
THE LOOKOUT FEMALE
9 YEARS 0 MONTHS
DAUGHTER
1 YEAR 4 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, NORTHERN CHARLESTON
(5 sightings)
The Lookout female and her cub were viewed apart for a second month running. We can now assume
that the cub has been ushered into independence and will now be referred to as ‘the daughter of the
Lookout female’. The young leopard was viewed twice in the vicinity of Hyena Waterhole and Dudley
Lookout and on both occasions she was seen hunting squirrels, francolins and the like, typical behaviour
for a newly independent leopard that has not yet perfected the skills needed to take down bigger prey.
The Lookout female was viewed on three occasions.
THE THREE RIVERS FEMALE
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA

2 YEARS 10 MONTHS

Daughter of the Kikilezi female, orphaned on May 22nd, 2017
(3 sightings)
This much-admired young leopard was only viewed on three occasions this month.
THE SIBUYE FEMALE
1 CUBS

5 YEARS 2 MONTHS
1 YEAR 2 MONTHS

WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(2 sightings)
There was only one sighting of the Sibuye female. She was found near Steenbok Drive on the 7th and we
followed her for an entire morning as she moved eastwards into the Mlowathi River.
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THE DAUGHTER OF THE TAMBOTI FEMALE
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Orphaned in mid-2018
(1 sighting)

1 YEAR 6 MONTHS

This orphaned youngster was viewed only seen once this month, in the vicinity of Princess Alice Pans.
She has done well to survive thus far and she’ll need her luck to continue with the presence of the
Kambula pride and Gowrie male lions in that area.
THE FLOCKFIELD FEMALE
DAUGHTER

14 YEARS 10 MONTHS
2 YEARS 1 MONTH

EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)
There were no sightings of either of these two leopards this month.
THE TEARDROP FEMALE
2 CUBS
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON

8 YEARS 10 MONTHS
3 MONTHS

(0 sightings)
There were no official sightings of this leopard and her two young cubs this month. Let us clarify the
term ‘official sightings’. For these reports we only record sightings that were experienced by MalaMala
guests. If rangers, who do not have guests, go out into the field and find a leopard and that leopard is
only viewed by those rangers, then we do not record it as a sighting. We also have a traversing
agreement with Kirkman’s Kamp whereby three of our vehicles can drive on their reserve and three of
their vehicles can access Charleston, the very southern portion of ours. Any sightings that they have are
only punched into our records if MalaMala guests were at the sighting. With that in mind, there were a
couple of unofficial sightings of the Teardrop female. She is still sporting suckle marks so it appears that
both cubs are well.
THE NDZILO FEMALE
FEMALE CUB

6 YEARS 1 MONTH
1 YEAR 10 MONTHS

SOUTHWESTERN CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)
The daughter reached independence in October 2018.
There were no sightings of these leopards on our reserve this month.
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THE XIVINDZI FEMALE
2 YEARS 2 MONTHS
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
(2 sightings)
Daughter of the Teardrop female. Gained independence in June 2018.
This young female and her sister (the Xivati female) previously featured in our game reports as the
daughters of the Teardrop female. Since gaining independence and being named by the rangers from
Kirkman’s Kamp, the Xivindzi female has spent much of her time along the Sand River, east of Flat Rocks
while her sister moved further south. For this reason, we have given the Xivindzi female a spot in our
monthly reports.
THE SENEGAL BUSH MALE
6 YEARS 5 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY, WESTERN MALAMALA
Brother of the Quarantine male leopard from the North
(5 sightings)
The Senegal Bush male was seen mating with two different females this month. Firstly, with the
Piccadilly female at the beginning of the month and then, two weeks later, with a leopard known by our
neighbours as ‘the Mashaba female’.
THE ACCIPITER MALE
EASTERN MALAMALA, EASTERN FLOCKFIELD
(4 sightings)

± 8 YEARS 6 MONTHS

The Accipiter male continues to maintain a low profile despite the fact that his entire territory falls
within our boundaries. He was viewed along Northern Side Kapen, Flockfield Lookout and at Buffalo
Pans.
THE SPLIT ROCK MALE
4 YEARS 8 MONTHS
FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON
Son of the Ostrich Koppies female, independent latter half of 2015
(1 sighting)
There was only one sighting of this impressive young male who has recently become a father for the first
time. He sired the Teardrop females new litter after capitalizing on the demise of the West Street male.
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THE INYATINI MALE
MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD
(1 sighting)

± 10 YEARS 7 MONTHS

There was only one sighting of this male leopard on our reserve this month. He was seen in front of
Rattray’s Camp on the 22nd.
THE WEST STREET MALE
CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

9 YEARS 10 MONTHS

There were no sightings of the embattled West Street male.
Other leopards encountered:
•

An unidentified male with a 2:3 spot pattern and prominent scar across the bridge of his nose
was viewed on three occasions. First near our airstrip and then twice outside Rattray’s Camp.

•

There were four sightings the Mashaba female. She was initially seen mating with Senegal Bush
male and a further two sightings were recorded as she moved back west.

•

An unidentified female was spotted midway along our western boundary..
TOTAL NUMBER OF LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED

20 (3 cubs)

CHEETAH
A total of five cheetahs were viewed this month. Three young and lightly skittish individuals were
viewed in Clarendon Open Area on the 6th where they killed a large impala ram. They were seen again
along Rhino Loop. A young male and young female were spotted in front of Rattray’s Camp on the 15th
and then spent some time hunting in the Tamboti Thickets – not an area where one might expect to see
cheetahs!
TOTAL NUMBER OF CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED

5

CAPE HUNTING DOGS
We have had a truly remarkable run of Cape hunting dog sightings over the last six months. We
recorded 22 sightings in September, a whopping 39 in October, 23 in November, 25 in December, 28 in
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January and now, 23 sightings in February. It’s difficult to accurately state how many different
individuals were seen this month but we believe we viewed four different packs. Sightings ranged from
1, 9, 10, 12, 13 and 14 individuals.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED

+- 40

CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS
There were a total of 162 elephant sightings and 52 buffalo sightings. Elephants were everywhere, big
herds and impressive bulls. You couldn’t miss them if you tried! The rains also lifted the levels of the
water in the Sand River and we enjoyed many a sighting of elephants frolicking in it. A very young
leucistic calf was viewed within a large herd on several occasions near Sable Camp. 2018 was probably
our worst year of buffalo sightings following the drought of 2016. Even then, the middle of summer has
never really been prime buffalo season on the reserve (winter normally draws in the big herds). We only
viewed one small herd along the Mlowathi River. The other sightings were all of buffalo bulls, scattered
across the reserve.

OTHER INTERESTING SIGHTINGS
•

•
•

To see a Nile crocodile feeding is to witness a spectacle of sheer power. On the 16th, we got
front row seats to this show of force as nature flexed its muscles in the Sand River, south of
Sable Camp. The carcass was already in an advanced stage of decomposition, making the
identification of it quite difficult. This sparked debate amongst rangers and guests alike. The two
most likely candidates to emerge were a bushbuck and... a goat! The Sand River had risen
substantially in the days prior and it’s not impossible for a domestic animal to have been swept
up by the water in the communities adjacent to the Sabi Sand Wildtuin.
The hyena den east of F-Bend Open Area was active with at least two youngsters.
Sightings of Southern Ground Hornbills were frequent. This month we observed these amazing
birds devour two young scrub hares as well as a large snake.
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