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THE MONTH'S WEATHER SUMMARY
Temperature
Celsius (°C)

Fahrenheit (°F)
Actual

Average

Maximum

39

31.5

Minimum

19

22.9

Actual

Average

Maximum

102.0

88.7

Minimum

66.2

73.22

Rainfall
Millimetres

Inches

Days of rain

211.5

8.33

8

TOTAL SIGHTINGS
Lion

62

Leopard

92

Elephant

110

Buffalo

31

Cheetah

1

Cape hunting dog

15

Sightings are tallied by day and not by drive. E.g., an individual leopard seen during the morning and
afternoon drive on the same day is regarded as a single sighting.
KILL STATS
Lion

1 zebra, 1 kudu, 3 wildebeest, 1 impala

Leopard

9 impala, 1 steenbok, 1 zebra, 3 scrub hare, 1 warthog, 1 tree squirrel, 1
duiker, 1 wildebeest, 1 kudu

Cheetah

No kills recorded

Cape hunting dog

11 impala
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS

LION PRIDES
THE KAMBULA PRIDE = 23
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 ADULT FEMALES
6 SUB ADULT FEMALES
5 SUB ADULT MALES
2 CUBS
1 CUB
1 CUB
MALAMALA & FLOCKFIELD
(27 sightings)

± 7 YEARS 9 MONTHS
± 7 YEARS 6 MONTHS
± 2 YEARS 4 MONTHS
± 2 YEARS 4 MONTHS
1 YEAR 7 MONTHS
5 MONTHS
4 MONTHS

The Kambula pride remained fragmented this month with two main divisions. The larger group
consisted of five adult females, the 11 sub-adults and the two, year-and-a-half old cubs. The second
division is the lioness with the youngest cub/s - lionesses from the other group occasionally link up
with her. The Gowrie males were with members of the Kambula pride in 14 of the 27 sightings.
The lioness and youngest cub/s were seen in 15 sightings with nine of those sightings involving other
members of the pride. All but four of these 15 sightings were on the Sand River's western bank,
concentrating around the Airstrip. On the 5th, three lionesses, two young cubs and a Gowrie male
had an adult kudu bull kill in the Hogvaal Donga west of the Kruger National Park boundary. From
here they moved west and spent several days around the Airstrip. On the same day, the bulk of the
pride was north of Maurice's Pan. While the lioness and the two young cubs were around the
Airstrip, the rest of the pride were not seen again until the 10th when chased the Eyrefield male
leopard into a small apple leaf tree south of Mlowathi Pans. That evening they killed an impala lamb
west of this position. Overnight the pride moved south and were found north of Matshapiri Open
Area the following day. The full complement of the pride and the Gowrie males were all together for
the first time in months when they had a giraffe kill at Vulture Waterhole on the 13th. On the 14th
they spent the day at Hyena Waterhole. On the 15th, the entire pride except for the two young cubs,
who had been left at Hyena Waterhole, were in the Sand River south of Elephant Slide Crossing.
The lioness and young cubs spent the day of the 16th in the Sand River at Elephant Slide Crossing
with two of the other lionesses. From here they went west, the next we saw of them was on the
28th when only one cub remained. We believe this cub, like the others that died in previous months,
succumbed to the mange it contracted a few months ago. The bulk of the pride initially moved south
and was around Beaumont's Camp on the 17th before moving north and spent time around the
Airstrip and Princess Alice Pans between the 19th and the 25th. The last sightings for the month were
of two lionesses, the remaining youngest cub around Pete's Bridge on the 30th and 31st.
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THE NKUHUMA PRIDE = 17
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 ADULT FEMALES
1 ADULT FEMALE
3 ADULT FEMALES
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 CUBS
2 CUBS
3 CUBS
1 CUB
NORTH WESTERN EYREFIELD
(7 sightings)

± 8 YEARS 6 MONTHs
± 8 YEARS 0 MONTHS
± 7 YEARS 9 MONTHS
± 4 YEARS 7 MONTHS
± 4 YEARS 5 MONTHs
1 YEAR 7 MONTHS
1 YEAR 5 MONTHS
1 YEAR 4 MONTHS
1 YEAR 0 MONTHS

In the first couple of months of this wet season, we haven't seen the Nkuhuma pride adopt the same
wet season distribution as last summer. They surprised us last rainy season when they spent a
reasonable amount of time along the Mlowathi River south of Mlowathi Dam even venturing as far
south as Piccadilly Pans. During the first few months of this wet season, they haven't moved too far
south of Mlowathi Dam. Maybe this will change during the first few months of 2021.
All seven sightings of members of this pride were in the northern parts of Eyrefield along the Mlowathi
River. The first sighting of the pride was on the 7th when they were east of the Mlowathi River just
north of the Nwana Nonantshemeni Donga. Overnight they were joined by the two Northern Avoca
males, and together they moved a little south and killed two Wildebeest east of the Mlowathi River,
south of Mlowathi Dam. Here they spent the day of the 8th before moving north to Mlowathi Dam on
the 9th. It was only at the latter end of the month we viewed these lions again. On the 27th the pride
was just south of Gowrie Boom. On the 28th and 29th, one of the young lionesses was mating with the
Northern Avoca males east of Mlowathi Dam. The last sighting was of two lionesses at Mlowathi Dam
on New Year’s Eve.
THE TORCHWOOD PRIDE = 14
7 ADULT FEMALES
6 ADULT FEMALES
4 CUBS
NORTH EASTERN EYREFIELD
(4 sightings)

UNKOWN AGES
± 4 YEARS 11 MONTHS

During this month, we recorded four sightings of members of this pride. On the 2nd one of the young
lionesses was at Drum Crossing. It was just over two weeks before we saw members of this pride
again, and this time it was in a more familiar area. One lioness was at Clarendon Corner on the 17th,
and five lionesses were on the Kruger National Park boundary south of Clarendon on the 20th. One of
the young lionesses was east of Piccadilly Pans on the 31st.
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THE MARTHLY PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 CUB
MARTHLY
(3 sightings)

7 YEARS 6 MONTHS
1 YEAR 9 MONTHS

The Marthly pride were viewed on three occasions this month. The first sighting of them was on the
2nd when they killed a zebra foal in the Manyelethi River west of Manyelethi Crossing. This was the
first time we've viewed the cub making a kill! The two lionesses chased a herd of zebra down the
river's northern bank separating a mare and her foal. The lioness brought down the foal, but with the
mare turning around and attempting to defend the foal, the lioness got up and chased her off, in the
process leaving her one year and 9-month-old cub to make the kill. The foal got to its feet and
attempted to get away but the cub was quick to react, jumping onto its back and rolling under it to
bite down on its muzzle, in the process bringing the young zebra down again. The lioness, seemly
confident in her cub watched on as she suffocated the zebra. Although as onlookers, it was an exciting
moment in the story of this lioness and her cub, it was clear that the cub has made such kills before.
The following day both lionesses were finishing off the little remains of the kill. The last sighting of the
month was on the 18th when they were on Rhino Pens.
THE EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 CUB
SOUTH WESTERN CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)

13 YEARS 6 MONTHS
1 YEAR 6 MONTHS

We only saw the Eyrefield lioness and her cub once this month when they were hunting buffalo
together in the Sand River at KK Crossing on the 9th.
THE STYX PRIDE = 6
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 SUB ADULT FEMALE
1 SUB ADULT FEMALE
WESTERN BANK OF CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

12 YEARS 11 MONTHS
9 YEARS 11 MONTHS
4 YEARS 0 MONTHS
3 YEARS 10 MONTHS

The Styx pride was not seen on MalaMala this month.
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MALE LIONS
THE GOWRIE MALES = 2
1 ADULT MALE
± 10 YEARS 0 MONTHS
1 ADULT MALE
± 9 YEARS 0 MONTHS
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA
DOMINANT OVER THE KAMBULA AND MARTHLY PRIDES.
First encountered on MalaMala Game Reserve in September 2015.
(21 sightings)
The two Gowrie males were seen together in 14 of the 21 sightings of this coalition. Out of the 14
sightings of them together, only three were in the company of the Kambula pride. The majority of the
sightings were on the Sand River's western bank, particularly around the Airstrip. Notable events were;
one of the males was with three lionesses, and the two youngest cubs on a kudu bull kill in the Hogvaal
Donga just west of the KNP boundary on the 5th. Both males were with the full complement of the
Kambula pride on a giraffe kill just south of Vulture Waterhole on the 13th. The two males killed a
wildebeest calf on the 24th near the Airstrip.
THE ‘NORTHERN’ AVOCA MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
NORTH WESTERN EYREFIELD
DOMINANT OVER THE NKUHUMA PRIDE
First encountered in late 2019.
(5 sightings)

± 7 YEARS 6 MONTHS

The two Northern Avoca males were seen together or close to one another in all the sightings during
December. On the 8th both males were seen with the Nkuhuma pride east of the Mlowathi River south
of Mlowathi Dam where they had two wildebeest kills. The following day, having finished off the two
kills they spent the day at Mlowathi Dam. Both males were vying for mating rights with a young lioness
from the Nkuhuma pride on the 28th and 29th. On the 28th both males were with the lioness east of
Mlowathi Dam. Whereas on the 29th one male was at the dam while the other was mating with the
lioness east thereof.
THE ‘SOUTHERN’ AVOCA MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
DOMINANT OVER THE EYREFIELD PRIDE
(2 sightings)

± 7 YEARS 10 MONTHS

Like last month we only saw these two males twice. The first sighting was on Toulon at Sandy Crossing
where both males were together on the 2nd. The other sighting of the two males was on the 9th when
they were near Charleston Koppies. Judging from tracks in the area it appears they'd been seeking out
and had possibly chased the four young Ndhzenga males. We suspect this was the case as we found
tracks of four Ndhzenga males going west, west of the two Southern Avoca males.
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THE TORCHWOOD MALE = 1
1 ADULT MALE
NOMADIC - EYREFIELD
(3 sightings)

± 4 YEARS 8 MONTHS

The young Torchwood male continues to explore the area east of the Sand River around the
Ngoboswan Donga. On the 2nd he was in the open area south of the Ngoboswan Donga east of Lion
Loop. Two weeks passed before we saw him just north of White Cloth open area on the 16th. The last
sighting of this male lion was on the 20th when he was around the eastern parts of the Ngoboswan
Donga.
OTHER LIONS ENCOUNTERED:
• Sand River Pride (3 adult females, 4 cubs) – were seen twice; Rocky Crossing (2nd) and at
Lower Tjellahanga Crossing on the 21st.
• Ndhzenga Males (4 adult males) – three of these males were northeast of Pole in the Road
on the 7th.
• 2 No ID females (Possibly young Torchwood lionesses) were east of Campbell Koppies on the
16th.
• 3 adult females and 4 cubs (Possibly the Plains Camp pride) – Although we have seen subadult members of this pride that have broken away, we have not seen these lions before.
We believe these lions are of the Plains camp pride. These lions were at Pumphouse Pans on
the 27th.
• No ID young lioness (Possibly a Torchwood lioness) – Piccadilly Pans (30th)
TOTAL NUMBER OF LIONS ENCOUNTERED

64 (25 cubs)
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LEOPARDS
FEMALE LEOPARDS:
THE PICCADILLY FEMALE
7 YEARS 0 MONTHS
1 FEMALE CUB
9 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi femaleᶧ, independent first quarter of 2016.
(1 sighting)
The Piccadilly female was only seen once this month. On the rain-affected afternoon of the 4th, this
leopard made a steenbok kill at Mlowathi Koppies to only have it stolen from her by hyenas.
THE ISLAND FEMALE
1 FEMALE CUB

8 YEARS 0 MONTHS
5 MONTHS

WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, SOUTHERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Tamboti femaleᶧ, independent first quarter of 2015
(14 sightings)
Having lost one of her cubs last month, the Island female was seen with her five-month-old cub in ten
of the 14 sightings. The first sighting of this female and cub was on the 3rd when they had an impala
lamb kill on Buffalo Pans. On the 5th the Island female was at Drum Crossing, an area that this
leopardess and her cub spent most of the month. On the 8th, both female and cub were at Buffalo
Pans. The following day they were both in the Matshapiri River south of Drum Crossing. Only the cub
was seen on the 10th just south of Drum Crossing. The island female had clearly been away hunting,
and on 11th the two leopards were on an impala kill at the Giraffe Bones. A couple of days later they
had a warthog (piglet) kill on the western bank of the Matshapiri River south of Drum Crossing. The
next day the Island female was hunting again, this time on the Sand River's eastern bank at West Street
Crossing. She was unsuccessful at serval attempts at impala going to drink at the crossing. On the 15th
mother and daughter were east of West Street Bridge. On the 19th, both the Island female and her cub
were at Buffalo Pans before they went into the Matshapiri River south of Drum Crossing. This is where
we found the cub the following day. The Island female returned to her cub on the 21st, and it was
serval days before we viewed them again. On the 28th both leopards were just north of Drum Crossing
again. The final sighting of the Island female and her cub was on New Year’s Eve. The Island female
was on a territorial patrol on the Sand River western bank south of West Street Bridge when she
caught a scrub hare. After killing the hare, she carried it back to her cub which she'd stashed on the
steep western bank of the prominent bend in the Matshapiri River north of Drum Crossing.
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THE NKOVENI FEMALE
8 YEARS 4 MONTHS
WESTERN MALAMALA & SOUTHERN MARTHLY
Daughter of the Mashaba female, independent early 2014.
Mother of the Plaque Rock female.
(6 sightings)
The Nkoveni female has started to explore the land east of the Sand River more and more over the
last few months. We found her on the 7th when she was north of Kikilezihash Crossing. The following
day she was at Maurice's Pan. Over a week passed before she was seen on the Old Airstrip on the 17th.
Overnight she moved slightly south and was south of the Airstrip the following day. On the 21st she
was just west of the Causeway, and the next morning she was with the Maxim's male along Sand Pit
Drive.
THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE
11 YEARS 0 MONTHS
NORTH/EASTERN MALAMALA AND EYREFIELD
Daughter of the Kikilezi femaleᶧ, independent first quarter of 2012.
Mother of 3:2 & 3:3 Sons of the Emsagweni female.
(6 sightings)
During the month of November, the Emsagweni female spent a considerable amount of time around
Campbell Koppies. This month was no different, with five of the six sightings of this female leopard
being at these koppies. The month started quickly with sightings of this female, on the 1st she had an
impala lamb kill at the Sausage Spot, she was ascending the eastern koppies of Campbell Koppies on
the 2nd. The only sighting of this leopard not at Campbell Koppies was on the 4th when she was a couple
of hundred meters southeast of Plank's Pan. Not long ago, the Emsagweni female chased her sons
away from kills when she pushed them into independence. Times have changed. The Emsagweni
female was chased and had to climb into the canopy of a small tree on the 6th when she tried to
approach her son, the Eyrefield male, and his zebra foal kill, south of the western koppie of Campbell
Koppies. On the 13th and the 19th, this female was at the Sausage Spot.
THE THREE RIVERS FEMALE
4 YEARS 9 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Kikilezi femaleᶧ, orphaned on May 22nd 2017.
(2 sightings)
We only had two sightings of the Three Rivers female this month, and they were on back-to-back days.
On the 10th she was north of Flockfield Tower and the following day she was further north at Pete's
Bridge.
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THE LOOKOUT FEMALE
± 10 YEARS 11 MONTHS
MALE CUB
1 YEAR 3 MONTHS
NORTHERN FLOCKFIELD
First encountered on MalaMala Game Reserve in late 2015.
Mother of the Kapen female.
(7 sightings)
The Lookout female attempted to capitalize on gusty conditions on the 4th when she followed a herd
of impala from north of Styx Crossing into the Tamboti Thickets. Due to the wind and the onset of rain
likely, the impala kept spooking themselves, and the leopard couldn't quite get close enough to take
advantage of the conditions. On the 8th the Lookout female and her cub were north of Styx Crossing.
Her cub is at the age that she is leaving him for more extended periods, and she is starting to show
signs of frustration towards him when they are together. The Lookout female was without her cub at
exit Flockfield Lookout on the 12th and around the eastern parts of White Cloth Open Area on the 13th
and 16th. On the 28th, both mother and son were west of Kapen Rocks. The cub was on a kudu calf kill
in a marula tree, and the female was just to the west of this. The following day the cub was with
remains of the kudu calf kill.
THE KAPEN FEMALE
3 YEARS 2 MONTHS
SOUTHERN FLOCKFIELD
Daughter of the Lookout female, independent first quarter of 2019.
(1 sighting)
The Kapen female was seen once this month when she was along Charleston Drive north of
Jakkalsdraai Open Area. The Newly named River Rocks female was just south of Jakkalsdraai Open
Area, and we believe the two young females had had an interaction. The Kapen female is the older of
the two females, but the River Rocks female was raised in these parts, and better knows the lay of the
land. The interaction between these two young females over the coming months as they establish
themselves will be an interesting one to observe.
THE SIBUYE FEMALE
7 YEARS 0 MONTHS
1 MALE & 1 FEMALE CUB
1 YEAR 4 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD
Daughter of the Kikilezi femaleᶧ, independent first quarter of 2016.
(2 sightings)
The Sibuye female was seen twice this month while her two cubs were only seen once. On the 5th all
three leopards were near Tlebe Rocks while on the 7th the Sibuye female was alone in the Mlowathi
River north of Mlowathi Dam.
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THE TEARDROP FEMALE
10 YEARS 8 MONTHS
CENTRAL & SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
Daughter of the Jakkalsdraai femaleᶧ, independent in early 2013.
Mother of the Xivindzi, Xivati, Daughter of the Teardrop female, and the Mister's Koppies
male.
(0 sightings)
The Teardrop female has not been seen since April. It is hard to know what has happened to her. Has
she met an early death, or has she moved into an area we don't often go, maybe into the late Flockfield
female's territory as she makes space for her latest daughter the River Rocks female? Perhaps like
she's done before she's moved east into the Kruger National Park again. We hope to see her again in
what has been her stronghold of Charleston, but if we don't she has been a hugely successful female
having raised four cubs to independence; Xivindzi female, Xivati female, Mister's Koppies male and
the recently named River Rocks female. Therefore, this is the last time the Teardrop female will feature
in this section of the Game Report. If she does show up again, she'll feature under other leopards seen.
THE XIVINDZI FEMALE
4 YEARS 0 MONTHS
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
Daughter of the Teardrop female, independent mid-2018.
(1 sighting)
The Xivindzi female was seen once this month at Rocky Crossing on the 25th. We believed she has
cub/s in the Sand River near this crossing.

MALE LEOPARDS
THE ACCIPITER MALE
± 10 YEARS 4 MONTHS
EASTERN & CENTRAL MALAMALA & FLOCKFIELD
First seen on MalaMala Game Reserve in late 2015.
(2 sightings)
November was the highest tally of sightings for this male is a long time. December saw the number of
sightings of the Accipiter male return to a typical two. While sitting with a Gowrie male and the
Kambula pride members on a kudu kill in the Hogvaal donga west of the KNP on the 5th, impala alarm
calling to our south alerted us to the presence of another predator. On investigation, the Accipiter
male was found moving south towards the MalaMala/Flockfield Boundary. Almost 20 days later this
male was seen again at Vulture Waterhole on the 24th.
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THE MAXIM’S MALE
± 6 YEARS 4 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD
First seen on MalaMala Game Reserve in early 2019.
(12 sightings)
Sightings of this male were back up this month from last. The first sighting of this male took us a bit
by surprise when he was west of Bicycle Crossing. This is the furthest north/west we have seen him
and is a clear indication he is looking to expand his territory and possibly put pressure on the Flat Rock
male who would typically be in the area. On the 11th he was near Maurice's Pan, and on the 13th he
was north of West Street Bridge. On the afternoon of the 14th, he had an impala kill at Kikilezihash
Crossing. The following day he still had his kill but had been joined by the Plaque Rock female.
Interestedly, early on in the day, the Island female was also seen feeding off the kill. From here the
Maxim's male moved north and was south of the Causeway on the 16th. He was then mating with the
Plaque Rock female on the 17th at Sand Pit Crossing and 18th at West Street Bridge. After mating with
the Plaque Rock female and having not spent time in the southern parts of his territory the Maxim's
male moved south and was at Confluence Crossing on the 20th. Overnight he patrolled north and was
at Maxim's Lookout on the 21st and Sand Pit Crossing with the Nkoveni female on the 22nd. The final
sighting of this male for the year was on the 23rd when he was going west on the Old Airstrip.
THE EYREFIELD MALE
3 YEARS 1 MONTH
NOMADIC (southwestern Eyrefield and eastern Marthly)
Son of the Emsagweni female, independent late 2019.
(14 sightings)
Along with the Island female, this young male was the most viewed leopard for the month. There was
consistent viewing of this male throughout the month with the majority of sighting being in the vicinity
of Campbell Koppies. On the first, he was seen at the Sausage Spot, overnight he made an impala lamb
kill at Rhino Pens where he was on the 2nd. On the 5th, 6th and 7th he was on a zebra foal kill on the
southern slopes of the western koppie of Campbell Koppies. Interestingly on the 6th, his mother, the
Emsagweni female tried approaching the kill, which ended in the Eyrefield male chasing her out of the
area. On the 8th he made an impala lamb kill north of Piccadilly Pans not far east of his brother who to
had a kill, only to have it stolen straight away by a waiting hyena. On the 9th and 10th, he spent time
along the Mlowathi River south of Mlowathi Pans. On the 10th, we found him in an apple leaf tree with
the Kambula pride surrounding the tree's base. As the lions moved to find adequate shade, he took
the opportunity to descend the tree and make a run for it. Over the next week, we didn't record any
sightings of this male. On the 17th he was east of Pat’s drift Koppies. From the 24-27th this young male
was in Fourways Open Area with a wildebeest calf kill which we watched him hoist into a marula tree
on the 24th. He ended the month where he started, around Campbell Koppies, this time in the
company of his brother the Ngoboswan male. On the 30th they were fighting in the Mlowathi River
south of Mlowathi Pans. On the 31st they were at the Sausage Spot, this time keeping their distance
from one another.
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THE NGOBOSWAN MALE
3 YEARS 1 MONTH
NOMADIC (Marthly and western Eyrefield)
Son of the Emsagweni female, independent late 2019.
(5 sightings)
The Ngoboswan male was first seen west of Piccadilly Pans with an impala lamb kill on the 8th. Despite
the presence of a hyena, he removed his kill from the bushveld saffron tree he'd safely had it in and
carried it to the prominent boulders south of Lower Mlowathi Crossing. The following day he was at
Fred's Tree. On the 12th the Ngoboswan male made a scrub hare kill in Piccadilly Pans. The last two
sightings of this male also involved his brother, the Eyrefield male. On the 30th they were locked into
one another in the Mlowathi River south of Mlowathi Pans. On New Year’s Eve, both brothers were at
the Sausage Spot, this time not fighting. Both males are vying for the prime area around Campbell
Koppies, and neither wants to back down. How much longer will they be 'tolerant' of one another?
THE SPLIT ROCK MALE
6 YEARS 6 MONTHS
CHARLESTON
Son of the Ostrich Koppies femaleᶧ, independent latter half of 2015.
(0 sightings)
The dominant male of Charleston was not seen during the month of December.
Other leopards encountered:
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Tlebe Rocks female (4:4) – Mlowathi Pans where she was chased up a tree by the Pungwe
pack (1st), north of Campbell Koppies (7th), Mlowathi River north of Mlowathi Pans (9th), just
north of Piccadilly Pans where she was scent marking and roaring (12th), south of Campbell
Koppies where she made a scrub hare kill (16th), Mlowathi River north of Mlowathi Pans
(20th) and at the Sausage Spot on the 29th.
River Rocks female (3:3) – Previously known as the Daughter of the Teardrop female, this
young leopard joins an increasing list of recently named leopards. South of Jakkalsdraai
Open Area (2nd), she had an impala kill in a marula tree at the junction of River Rocks road
and 2nd turning Jakkalsdraai on the 13th, and she was in Jakkalsdraai Open Area on 25th.
Plaque Rock female (3:3) – squirrel kill at Maurice's Pan (13th), north of the Ngoboswan
Breakfast Spot (14th), feeding of an impala kill east of Kikilezihash Crossing with the Maxim's
male (15th), mating with the Maxim's male south of Sand Pit crossing on the 17th and at West
Street on the 18th. Parking Bay (21st).
Inyathini male – South of Lion Waterhole (4th), Hyena Waterhole with an impala kill (17th).
Flat Rock male – At Paraffin Drift on the 9th.
The Ntsumi female showed us her new litter of cubs for the first time. She and her two cubs
had a female duiker kill north of Beaumont's Camp on the 14th & 15th.
Two no ID females with 3:3 spot patterns were seen, one was south of the Causeway on the
16th, the other had a scrub hare kill west of the Old Borehole (Eyrefield) on the 17th.
A no ID female (possibly the Ntsumi female) was seen southwest of Charleston north
Crossing on the 24th.
The Tavangumi (2:2) male was seen for the first time on MalaMala at Stwise on the 28th.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED
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25 (6 cubs)

CHEETAH
We only had one sighting of cheetah this month, and this was of a male seen north of the Windmill
on the 9th. Eastern Flockfield has several interconnected open areas and appears from the outlook to
be the ideal area of cheetah. However, this is not the case, and we rarely see a cheetah in these eastern
parts of the property. These parts of the property are just west of the Kruger National Park and have
relatively low vehicle densities meaning cheetah out here are often nervous of the vehicles and often
sightings out here are short lived as the animals move away from us. This male was relatively relaxed
and spent the afternoon in a marula tree's shade before moving east into the Kruger National Park.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED

1

CAPE HUNTING DOGS
Sightings of Cape Hunting Dogs remained consistent this month after a good November of Cape
hunting Dog viewing. In November we enjoyed 16 sightings of this rare predator, and in December we
were treated to 15 sightings of at least three different packs; namely the Pungwe, Toulon and 'Tawny'
packs. The Pungwe pack has fast become our 'resident' pack in the north with most Cape hunting dog
sightings being of this pack. This month we viewed this pack of 18 on only three occasions, however.
This month saw the Toulon pack of 21 dogs venture north and the sighting tally counted eight, with
most sightings being in Charleston. A pack of nine adults with almost no white and minimal black
colouration has started spending time on the reserve, and they accounted for three of the 15 sightings.
One sighting of members of a pack that we were unable to identify but being in Charleston was most
likely members of the Toulon pack.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED 48 (22 pups)
CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS
We recorded 110 sightings of elephants, 90 of which were of herds and 31 sightings of Cape
buffalo, of which nine sightings were of herds. The majority of sightings of these two species were in
the Sand River.
OTHER SIGHTINGS OF INTEREST
There were several sightings of honey badgers throughout the month.
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